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The Next Deadline is Tuesday, October 1, 1985 
The copy count is 30. Minac is two pages every other mailing. 
YOUR ACCOUNT BEFORE POSTAGE IS $ Ao 
Members Added - 
Members Dropped - Mike Sestak 


Those Who Owe Money - John, Charles, Bonnie, Dave, Sam, Dean, Dick, Keith, 
Rolf 


Those Who Must Postmail - Nobody 


Those Who Must Contribute Next Ish - EVERYONE except Rod, Roxanne and 
Donna 


Cons We'll Be At Before Next Deadline - BabelCon (8-23-85) Grand Rapids, 
MI - Lone Star Con (NASFiC) (8-30-85) 


ROSTER 
(42) Andy Anda 5635 N. Kostner Ave. Chicago IL 60646 (312) 685-7768 
(49) Nikki Ballard 4006 Emerald, # 307 Torrance, CA 90503 


(47) Guy Consolmagno Peace Corps, P.0. Box 30518 Nairobi Kenya 
EAST AFRICA 


(44) Hugh Daniel 36 Sky Londa Dr. Woodside, CA 94062 (415) 851-7193 
(38) Al Duester 19 Quissett Ave. Woods Hole MA 02540 (617) 540-3250 
(39) John Frambach Rt. 1 Box 339B Saywer MI 49125 


(46) Charles Galway 2246 Windsor St. Salt Lake City UT 84106 
(801) 484-3104 


(52) Sheila Groves 335 Sagamore Hanroye Falls NY 14472 
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(18) Jamie Hanrahan 7685 Acama Pl. San Diego CA 92126 (619) 271-6804 


(17) Bill Higgins 853 Lorlyn Dr. Apt. # 1A West Chicago IL 60185 
(312) 293-1050 


(13) Valli Hoski 234 S. Maple St. Apt. # E2 Oak Park IL 60304 
(312) 383-3864 


(43) Bonnie Jones 129 Burcham Apt. #1 East Lansing MI 48823 
(517) 351-0278 


(26) Dave Levine 19355 SW 65th St. Apt. #94 Tualatin OR 97062 
(503) 692-1798 


(45) Sam Paris P.O. Box 41067 Chicago IL 60641 
(19) Donna Proni 530 W. Walnut St. Kalamazoo MI 49007 (616) 342-4967 
(10) Tullio Proni 530 W. Walnut St. Kalamazoo MI 49007 (616) 342-4967 


(11) Greg Ruffa 10380 Maya Linda Rd. Apt. # C-303 San Diego CA 92126 
(619) 695-8647 


(4) Renee Sieber/Marty Franz 525 W. Walnut St. Kalamazoo MI 49007 
(616) 344-1183 


(50) Dean Anton Sherwood 3107 School St. Oakland CA 94.602 
(415) JEDI-KNT 


(48) Roxanne Shields P.O. Box 688 Houghton MI 49931 
(906) 482-8909 


(6) Dick Smith 2007 Howard St. Evanston IL 60202 (312) 475-8863 
(7) Rod Smith 730 Cline St. Frankfort KY 40601 


(51) Linda Struwe 1-7-12 Mori Kitamachi # 306 Higashinada-ku 
Kobe Hydgo 658 JAPAN 


(1) Keith Thorne c/o Experiment 621, Fermilab, P.0. Box 500 Batavia IL 
60510 Work (312) 840-4144 Home 840-3288 


(32) Guy Wicker Rt. 1 Box 95 Kingston NY 12401 (914) DEMI-GoD 
(28) Rolf Wilson 611 W. Hill Champaign IL 
NOTES FROM THE NEW CHAIR OF APA-TECHA 


I guess I was a little longwinded last time - don't expect that to be 
typical of the "notes" - I doubt that it's habit forming to the typist. 
You may have noticed that I've changed the copy count to 30 - at the 
moment we have 26 members on the roster, so unless we lose a lot of 
members right away we'll keep the copy count up a bit. Also, the place 
where I get my copies made has raised the price to $.05 a side. I'll 


aeee around some more, but I think that's still the best I'll be able to 
get. 


When sending your contributions lease don't collat wn 
: e 
and especially don't sta le your pages together. (02 courses i shontaett 
complain - at least I'm getting multi-page zines out of you people. 


GTB =e _555 Times 


There are a lot of people who owe money. For the moment, I was 
funding these accounts until Renee could transfer your money. Enough time 


has passed - if I or Renee don't hear from you regarding your past 
account, or if I don't receive some money from you, this is your last 
issue. I'm willing to be a bit lenient when it comes to dropping people 


because of not contributing - I'll probably keep sending you issues until 
you ask me to stop, or your money runs out - but I can't afford to fund 
delinquent accounts. So if you want to keep getting this, but your name 
is on the “those who owe money" list, please do something to make sure 
that your account becomes positive. 


This issue is, you may have noticed, really scrawny. So, I have yet 
another idea for the deadline, Instead of using something complicated 
like Dean's formula, how about this - when I get X number of zines, I put 
out an issue. I don't know what X should be - I'll leave that up to you. 
If you like this idea, give me a suggested number and we'll put it toa 
vote. I'm really disappointed in the response (or rather, the lack 
thereof) from the "members". Please write - my ego rapidly dwindling to a 
state of non-existance. (hopefully) see/read you all in October - 


GTB 


Rodford E. Smith 

730 Cline St. 
. Frankfort, Ky. 40601 
» (502) 227-7741 


Perpretrated by that marginal engineer and general handyman, as listed above. 
Also cat owner and recently uncle. Yes, my sister has brought a daughter into the 
world, named Barbara Michel] Herbert. Mother and child are dong fine. Father is 
expected to recover any day now. 

Being an uncle is not all it's crazked up to be, especially when you live as 
close as I do. Here it has been less than two weeks since the birth (as I type this) 
and she has already aked me when I am going to be available to babysit. I think she 
was joking. , ee 

Some more good news, of a different category. The Comics Buyer's Guide has agreed 
to publish an article I wrote on The Doom Patrol, a comic book from the early sixties. 
They don't know when it will come out, yet, and they may do some "minor" editing, 
but it is definite. Finally, I will get paid for something! 

And Now, Mailing Comments-on Issue #36 

Cover: Very nice, got most of the puns. Reminds me of some of the D&D maps I 
used to do, except that no one ever got my jokes. 

The Transitional Chair: I will try to have more in this issue. I am starting 
very early (June 26) and-will try to do at least some each week. Promise 

The Philosophy of Teching: Puts into words what a lot of us have probably known 
unconciously. 

Is Fandom Getting Older...Or Younger?: Yes. If you think that is a funny vacation 
spot, have you heard about the space burial plans? 

Out-of-Jail Hobos: Hello, yourself, Andy! Having suffered through a few graduate 
level courses,myself, I can sympathise. About radar detectors, I have sometimes 
wondered why no has built a device to project a fake signal, to give the unit the 
impression that your vehicle is traveling slower than it is. You could either set 
it for whatever. speed you want it to seem or have it automatically adjust by 
connecting it to your speedometer. A word of warning. If you get a beep and there 
are no cars ahead of you, it is too late; the officer will already have your speed. 
And if they notice you slow suddenly right after coming into range they will 
probably suspect that you have a detector. Are radar detectors illegal in NM? 

They are in KY. I would like to see someone run the Nuclear Winter Programs on the 
eruptions of Mt. Saint Hellens or El Chichon. Even the standard weather prediction 
programs greatly overestimated the results. 

Me: Many typoes. In my statement to Donna that should have read "the two of 
you seem to have had some busy times." 

Rolf: I still haven't moved all the stuff out of my Mother's attic. I need to 
find some place for the rest of my junk first! So your problems with space for 
possesions are familiar. You build book shelves? Do you mean free-standing book- 
cases or wall-mounted shelves? I use the rail and bracket system, myself, substitu- 
ting heavier screws than come with the kits. I don't know about vacum cleaners, 
but my cat likes my fan. He lies in front of it with his eyes closed, purring. Of 
course, I don't have air conditioning yet, so he may just be hot. I've heard of dish 
barns out in the country, but book barns?! 

Hmmm, not a lot of comments. Well, I will be reviewing é¢ba latest Pyro below, 
and be writing a lot of new stuff, so there may be hope for a fat contribution. First, 
a comment on Hugh Daniel's remarks and D. A. Sherwood's idea. APA-Tech should come 
out more often, perhaps even every month. Unfortunately, I don’t know if the writers 
and editor could stand the strain. Maybe after a couple of-issues every three months 
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we could work our way up to every two. After that, who knows? I don't know how 

difficult Dean's formula would be to bookkeep, but it might encourage those who 

can't figure it out to write more, just to be sure they had done enough. 
PYROTECHNICS 

Issue #36 finally arrived here on June 26. I may be a bit biased, since they 
included a letter from me, but it seems pretty good. It includes something very 
unusual, Barry Gehm's encounter with terrorism. Most of us wish we had a little 
More excitement in our lives, but this is the sort of thing I can live fine without, 
thank you very much, I'm just glad no one was hurt.Funny how the only person who was 
reasonably certain to identify the nitrogen triiodide and know how to deal with it 
safely was the one to find it. I leave the implications of that coincidence for the 
individual to ponder. 

I enjoyed Al Duester's sea narrative, although I think that if he goes out 
again he should pick.a different ship. Greg Ruffa's astronomy article was interesting. 
I knew about the photocell using Arcturus’ light being used to open the Chicago 
fair, but untill now didn't know why they picked that particular star. I like the 
idea of the in-depth book reviews, and they were done well. The Known Space lightbulb 
jokes were cute and a few even funny. One of my gaming compnaions runs a Ringworld 
campaign and I will certainly show him this page. 

All in all this was a good issue. Different, yes, from the old days, but that 
is to be expected. If the 'zine continues to do this well it should be a success. 
Also, now that the people involved have two issues done they should find it easier 
to get future editions out on schedual. Good luck to them. 

MISC. 

We are getting a new computer system at work, the IBM System/36. We will have 
several XT and AT micros hooked to a mini-mainframe in our building, and this will 
apparently be hooked to the big mainframe in the state's computer building, up on 
the hill. We will be able to use the micros as stand alone systems, interface 
through the "baby" /36 to share data between the sections in the building, or 
use the micros as smart terminals to work with the big system. I don't know 
exactly how the equipment will be hooked up, since they have thouroughly briefed 
the supervisors but forgotten to tell the poor peons who will actually use the 
setup anything. The keyboards on these computers have some ergonomic fualts. The 
Return key, for instance, is too smal] and awkwardly located. I have also been 
learning to use dBase III on my own. This package can not be termed “user friendly"! 
The tutorial dosen't even tell you to use the auxillary disk provided with the 
manual, or to set the default drive to B to use the example datasets on it! It took 
me two days of thumbing through the manual and trying things on my own to figure 
all this out. Another user is trying to use Symphony. At the end of three weeks we 
will evaluate and compare these and decide which to use. Funny thing; no one using 
these programs on a test basis have recieved any training in their use, but my 
supervisor, who has hardly touched the micro yet, has been sent to a Symphony class. 
low many of you have stopped to marvel at the toughness of the glass in these 
car doors which you close by heaving on the window? I mean the ones with no frame 
around the upper part, so that only the glass sticks above the solid part of the 
door. Here you have a quarter-inch or less of super-cooled fluid which can take the 
sudden stress and strain of slamming a car door shut. Remarkable. 

We may be getting closer to having the cable materials for an elevator to 
orbit. A new family of substances, called ordered polymers, have tensile strengths 
of 600,000psi or greater. Current forecasts of applications are for soft body 
armor and composits, but they would also make a nice cable. Would you believe 
fishing line? 

I am wondering lately just how much of our language is hardwired. The spoken 
sounds of diferent cultres can be bewilderingly different, especially such combina- 
tions as Japanese and Navajo, but some associations of sound with meaning seem to 
be inherent to the species. That taunting, singsong chant that children make seems 


ee 
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to be one, as well as some grunts. I have a deaf co-worker who, as far as I know, has 
hadvéty littlespech training, yet he can communicate amazingly well with sign-language 
ignorant people with short notes, gestures, and facial expressions, all punctuated by 
appropriate grunts. Any information or, lacking that, opinions? 

Well, I have just had another Karate test, and am now Nidon, or second black. It 
was, by the account of everyone there, an excellent test. I won't say I aced it, 
because I made several amall mistakes, but I did very well. It is a proud moment when 
your instructor asks you to repeat a technique because he was impressed, not because 
you did something wrong. When I started, though, it was a different matter. My mouth 
was as dry as cotton as I stood waiting to start; I could hardly swallow. AS the 
test progressed the cotton became dry desert sand, then mummy wrappings, then anhydrous 
silica gel. My only worry now is how I am going to do as well next year! 

FANDOM & ME 
w Since the month of July heralds the tenth anniversary of Rivercon, this seems 
liek a good time to reminisce about my life in SF fandom. Rivercon I was my first 
con, held just an hour's drive from home. I was 19, and had a great time, even though 
I didn't get a room but drove back home each evening. In fact, I did the same thing 
the next year. It wasn't untill Rivercon III that I stayed over. Just cheap, I guess. 

My second con was a big jump. I had been a fan of the Perry Rhodan space opera 
series for some time, and decided to attend their convention in Washington that 
December. Thinking back on it I am surprised that I had the nerve to make such a 
‘trip. I was a shy just-turned 20 year old. This was my first long trip alone, and 
my first airline trip. As a major convention Rhocon I was a flop, loosing money 
badly. I enjoyed it, though, getting to talk to pros and other fans, filking (with 
Gordy Dickson!) and generally having a good time. I also took a few hours out from 
the con to go see the Smithsonian. That was fun, too, but unfortunately they were 
getting ready for the Bicentennial celebration the next year and many of the buildings 
were closed. All in all, though, it was definitely worth the trip and helped me to 
get hooked on organised (sic) fandom. 

I went to a few local cons the next couple of years, although there weren't 
too many close enough. My first Worldcon was Iguanacon in 1978. By that time I was 
already mixed up in GT and had a lot of help acclimating to the heady atmosphere 
from the members and from other fans I had become aquainted with at other cons. 
Worldcons are different from locals or regionals, in type as well as in magnitude, 
and I bacame very hooked. Unfortunately the 1979 worldcon was in Brighton, England. 
Fortunately, Louisville held the Northamericon that year, so I got a partial fix. 

I began adding other cons to my list, once driving as far as Florida. I started 
going to Marcon and Concave. Then, John and Lynn Harris moved from Louisville to 
Lexington and started Lexfa. Since I had been part of John's efforts to get a fannish 
flight to Pheonix a few years earlier and had met him at Rivercon several times he 
knew me, and sent me a notice about the new club. Finally, there was a fannish 
organisation close enough for me to attend the meeting regularly. 

There have been some changes in Lexfa since over the years. The Harris' moved 
to Columbus two years ago and Cathy Fiorello took over as dictator. Susan Baugh 
has taken over production of our newsletter and is trying to promote it and the - 
club nationally. Oh, yes, Lexfa has an annual con in January, called Rubicon, since 
it is intended largely for fen who have to cross the Ohio river to attend. We have 
had five so far, and are thinking about using a new hotel next year. 

HRKKKKKK EKER ERR ERE EEK RRR IER ERIKA EKER IARI EAI K IKI III IRIE RIKI IIIA III AIK 

Whew! Well that ends my slightly rambling account of my activities in SF 
fandom. Maybe next time I will have something about comics fandom, which I have 
been in for even longer. What brought this on is the tenth Rivercon, being held 
in Louisville this July. Rivercon is where I first met Tullio and some of the other 
GT'ers. I hope that some of you (and them) will be there this year. 
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My (or should I say our) garden is doing fine. We had a big storm a couple of ~. 
months ago but the only thing big enough to be damaged at that time were the . 
sunflowers, some of which were uprooted. I propped them up with sticks and most have 
straightened and survived. One is over nine feet tall! The cucumbers and beans are 
flourishing, with each spreading like weeds. The beans are even climbing the sun- 
flowers! Some of the cucumbers are so big that I jokingly held one up and remarked to 
my sister that I didn't know we had planted any zucchini. We have even had to throw 
some of the biggest ones on the compost heap because there were so many that we 
couldn't pick them quickly enough. The cabages are doing well, although they are a 
hot variety. The tomatoes are just now starting to ripen, and some of them are 
molding on the vine. No watermellons yet, and the okra isn't looking to promising. 

n short, those crops doing well have produced more than we can even give away, while 
he rest have produced very little. Must be the weather. At any rate, we will be 
pulling up the beans soon to plant a late season variety, and other Plants will 
be eventually replaced by summer and fall crops. Then it will be time to Plant a 
cover crop for winter, or cover the soil left bare by the very last plants with 
mulch or compost. Then, next year we start over. If we have done everything right 
he soil will be in even better condition then. We have had to use very little in 
he way of pesticides and nothing for weed control ,:and only a mild dose of 

rtilizer. 
eiareptii ere etna cd ves cgay tL eal OS) ST 2 un uk Su Bia oe 
I have seen some of the Last Starfighter on HBO this month and I am not impressed. 
Oh, the computer graphics are great. Unfortunately, they don't make for good anima- 
tion. On the other hand, the computer graphics in the Japanese “Lensman" movie are 
good animation, especially the opening sequence. Why the difference? Well, for one 
‘thing the images in Starfighter, while crisp and clean, are stiff. They just don't 
move, This may have been deliberate, since the computer-animated items look like they 
were meant for a video game instead of a movie. They seem simplified and jerkey. 
The ships and ray-blasts in "Lensgman" move smoothly, flowing across the screen. They 
ook alien, but real! I am sure that at least some of you have also seen both movies. 
Do your views echo these? Any comments on animation in general? 
SERCO CACO CACTI ICICI IAC III ITO OS IITA III I I aa a bk eke 

One last subject before sending this off, and a controversial one. Gun Control. 
That raise any hackles? 

Actaully, I want to address a more general problem first. There are some people 
who just can't believe that anyone would really want to hurt anyone else. They make 
excuses, Claiming that circumstances were responsible for a violent act, that the 
perpretrator was forced to kill by the victim's resistance or an unexpected event. 
These people are often pacifists, although by no means all pacifists are so naive. 

I was a functional pacifist untill late in high school. It was then I realised that by 
not resisting I was actually encouraging the torment. The only way to deal with a 
bully is to let him know that you will fight, and that while he may beat you, you will 
at least hurt him. Most bullys will look for easier prey. That may be what has kept 
us out of a nuclear war so far. Many of the Russian leaders believe that they can 

win a nuclear war, but knowing that we will seriously hurt, and maybe cripple, their 
homeland has made them cautious. Also, there are some people (and nations) who just 
will not respect you unless you show that you are willing to stand up to them. 

Un-fortunately, there are some people who just don't seem to understand or believe 
this. They feel that if you make guns illegal that no one will have guns. They miss 
the fact that it is already illegal for convicted fellons to have guns, yet they 
have firearms at a higher rate than the general populus. Or they say that it is 
necessary to ban guns to prevent accidental deaths. Guns cause a lot fewer injuries 
and fatalities than cars, maybe even on a per unit basis, although I haven't seen 
any figures on that. Even before I became a gun owner I objected to control, and 
even if I did not now own a gun I would be against a ban for the simple fact that 
it wouldn't work. Remember Prohibition? The gun control advocates apparently don't. 

I'm sorry if some of you feel that this sort of discussion dosen't belong in 
our APA, I might even agree with you. It is just that I have been reading more, 
recently, about legislative efforts to prohibit ee firearms and am still a 


bit hot over it. ye Ww a 


sentries 


Real-world cousins of R2D2 are being read- 
ied for patrol duty in prisons and factories. 
These highly mobile robots can see, hear, 
and send messages to human monitors. 


By DAVID LAMPE 


fearless; and he never goes to sleep on the job. An 

ideal security guard? For many situations he may 
be. And if he's so good that you wish you had a dozen like 
him, just place your order. Denny (short for the Denning 
Sentry) is a robot. 

‘About four feet tall and 28 inches in diameter, Denny 
Jooks and behaves like a cross between Star Wars’ R2D2 
and one of Dr. Who's Daleks. He was built by Denning 
Mobile Robotics (Woburn, Mass.), with Carnegie-Mellon 
University’s Robotics Institute. 

Southern Steel Co. of San Antonio, Texas, the country’s 
largest maker of prison bars, beds, and other detention- 
facility hardware, has ordered 600 copies of Denny; eight 
of these, destined for prison duty, are now undergoing ad- 
vanced testing. Denning is also building robot sentries 
with slightly different capabilities for another private se- 
curity firm, and still others to patrol factories. 

A Denning Sentry can detect, within a 150-foot radius, 
the presence of anything or anybody that shouldn't be 
there, the company claims. Its swiveling head contains 
microwave and infrared (IR) sensors that:can detect peo- 
ple as well as smoke. In future-editions the head will also 
contain sniffers that can smell the faint ammonia aroma 
of a human body. 

A high-resolution TV camera in Denny’s head is on at 
all times. But while the sentry grinds inexorably up and 
down empty corridors on routine patrol, the TV transmit- 
ter sends no signals. When something unexpected comes 
into view, however, the transmitter switches on. Thus the 
human overseer in the control center doesn’t have to watch 
a vast array of monitor screens. The sudden appearance 
of a picture will itself be a strong warning of possible 
trouble. The pictures that are transmitted will be auto- 
matically videotaped at the control center. 

Normal speed of the sentries is about one mile an hour. 
‘They are impact resistant, and they can even talk: “You 
have been detected,” warns the synthesized voice from a 
voice chip. 

Making the rounds 

Each sentry has an on-board computer programmed to 

control its movements, based on input from a variety of 


sensors. To determine its initial location, the sentry scans 
the area for radiation from an IR lamp at its home base. 


4 is nickname is Denny. He weighs 400 pounds; he's 


Robot 


Denning Sentry moves on three wheels, propelled by three 
80-amp rechargeable batteries. Should it enter a narrow 
dead end, it can turn on its center point to exit. Its navi- 
gational controls can be overridden by human monitors. 


When the robot detects the rays, it signals the base. The 
base then uses ultrasound to determine the robot's dis- 
tance and direction, and sends that information back to 
the robot, which calculates its position. : 

As the sentry begins its rounds, it measures the angle 
of each turn and counts the rotations of its wheels. Thus 
it can accurately keep track of its location. Any time it 
again detects the IR light from home base, it recalibrates 
its internal map. On-board’ ultrasonic ranging devices, 
based on the rangefinders Polaroid developed for its autofo- 
cus cameras, help keep the robot from bumping into things. 

The robot even knows when its batteries are low. If that 
happens while on patrol, the sentry signals its control sta- 
tion that it is going off duty temporarily, makes its way to” 
a charging terminal, and plugs itself in. Normally, recharg- 
ing is required every 12 hours. 

Denning Sentries are designed to patrol corridors and 
other areas after lock-down hours, not to move among 
people. “If a prisoner does get near one,” says Denning’s 
president, R. Warren George Il, “then that person is not 
where he ought to be. If the machine even thinks that it’s 
going to be attacked, it'll immediately notify its base 
station by radio.” 

Denning Sentries have understandable limitations. They 
can’t open doors or navigate stairs, for example, or distin- 
guish friend from foe. Thus they will have to go about 
unarmed. And they won't be able to replace human secu- 
rity guards where people move about freely. 

The prison-guard robots were originally intended to sell 
for $30,000 each, but with higher-than-expected compo- 
nent costs, Denning is now guessing they'll have a $45,000 
price tag. Nevertheless they should be cost effective: They 
can patrol around the clock, 365 days a year, on very little 
electricity and with minimal servicing. te 


RAVINGS FROM THE GREAT WHITE NORTH 


A contribution to ApaTech by Roxanne Meida Shields, produced 
un-techishly on an IBM Selectric (rather than a "Fat Mac") and 
surreptitious use of the Xerox machine at Suomi College, Hancock, 
MI. Contact the author at P.O. Box 688, Houghton, MI 49931 until 
December 1985, at which time expect a COA. 


Greetings! This is my first contribution to ApaTech (obviously) 
and I am already fannishly late, as it was due on June 1, and I sit 
typing it on July 13. Oh well, the next deadline is in two weeks, 
so Donna will get it "right on time.” 


Most of you already know me, at least by reputation, so I will skip 
the lengthy introduction. Suffice it to say that I came into fandom 
through the PFRC of Michigan Tech in 1977, gafiated in 1983, got 
married to Scott Shields on 29 February 1984, and am currently living 
(if that's the word) in Houghton, Michigan. 


I have spent the last six weeks working as a counselor for something 
called Upward Bound here at Suomi College. It's a program for 
underpriyileged local students ("local" being the Keweenaw Peninsula) 
aged 14 - 18 designed to brainwash them into possibly going to college 
and not on welfare when they get out of high school. They go to 
classes and have social events and get to live away from home during 
the week. There are hard core courses in English and algebra, and 
fun classes in photography, sports and ecology. It's a real good 
program. I learned a lot, too. Most of the kids came from back- 
grounds I really couldn't relate to at all. I think the average 
family size was somewhere around six, while a few came from families 
of twelve. For many, Houghton/Hancock is the largest "city" they 
have ever been to. We will be taking a trip to Milwaukee next week 
for three days. That should be quite exciting. Unfortunately, some 
of the most remote students will not be going because their parents 
won't let them. That is probably the program's biggest stumbling 
block--the parents don't want their children corrupted by the real 
world. I had fun too. I wore my cape (made by Mary Lynn Skirvin 
Johnson a long time ago--it's black with electric royal blue lining) 
one night and completely freaked the kids out...counselors aren't 
supposed to do things like that, in their mind. But my boss wanted 
to get one like it. We had "seances" with a Ouija board and candles 
and went to movies and rented movies like "The Shining” and "Carrie" 
for the school's VCR and played "Purple Rain" (by Prince) backwards... 
I surprised myself and really had a good time. It was also rewarding 
to watch the kids grow emotionally and socially over the term. One 
boy arrived quite withdrawn--I don't think he said a word the whole 
first week--but wound up as the outstanding student, receiving awards 
for almost every class he had and really coming out of his shell. 

All in.all it was a truly terrific experience. 


I'm also still working at the local Radio Shack as the bookkeeper. 
This is also quite an experience, as the owner, Glenn, has been 
learning how to run a business the hard way. But things are looking 
up for the business in general and it has actually become almost fun 
to be there lately. 


Ravings...Page Two 


Scott meanwhile is downstate with my parents, his parents, his 
brother...looking for full time employment to begin upon his grad- 
uation in December. He is looking for work as an applications 
engineer in robotics; someone to take a basic robot and figure out 
ways to use it in industrial or automated manufacturing purposes, 
then install it and leave it for a technician to run. Anyone have 
any suggestions? Companies to avoid? 


In the Future Plans department, a whole lot ( the entire thing, 
really) is contingent on Where Scott Finds-a Job and How Much It 
Pays. I£ the job is in a good location (i.e. the Great Lakes area) 
and pays adequately, we will probably have children right away. 

If not, I will work somewhere for a couple of years. I would like 
to get back in to going to conventions and possibly start writing 
down some of the stories that are kicking around in the back of my 
brain. 


***MAILING COMMENTS*** 


Cover--I like it! Is this the world of ApaTech? I have given some 
thought to a story to take place in it with Techie characters and 
locations, etc., except that 1) I don't know where the House of 
Isher should be located (the Old Kentucky ohm? in IC Port? in the 
As Tech Ruins? somewhere else?) and 2) Chicago isn't there either. 
Maybe I'll write it anyway and wait for further instructions... 

I know Houghton is certainly somewhere beyond Hither and Yon... 


Table of Contents/555 Times--Very informative.//My mail should be 
directed to the P.O. Box (#688) for the duration of my stay in 
Houghton//I vote for continued use of the lst of the month as the 
deadline, as that's true for everything else I do (i.e. bills) that 
has a deadline//I also vote for the every-other-month format. I 
can usually write something that often, and I won't spend every 
other month feeling guilty for missing an issue that way.//Enforce 
the rules!!!//As I have no other issues, the Index is somewhat 
superfluous, but well designed. 


Tullio --Thanks for explaining what a Techie is - now I know one 
more thing that I'm not (except for being in love with new techno- 
logy). Although thanks to two years at Radio Shack, I now know 
what resistors, capacitors, thermistors, varistors, IC's, TTL, 
CMOS, PC board, breadboard, and transistors are. I can rewire a 
lamp and adjust a telephone to work on a party line, But I still 
get one of the guys to do my soldering. (But I do know HOW--I 

just tend to burn my fingers too often.) However, I think you left 
out one thing--the overwhelming urge to genuflect in the presence 
of Macintoshi, (True, this: is a recent development.) 


Donna--I think there are probably the same number of children as 
there always haye been; you are just more aware of them. Also, 

if you're like me, you now think of them as "children" rather than 
"rug rats." That is, as something good instead of something to be 
avoided like the plague. Also parents are bringing their kids to 
cons more now rather than leaving them with Grandma. Hucksters- 
with-small-children are the biggest users of the con's babysitting 


services, I used to supplement my convention budget by watching 
the children of hucksters, and others. 
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Donna, cont.--One of these days we're going to see Space for Rent 
signs all over the local sky. Many corporations have been arguing 
with Congress and the United Nations for years to get space opened 
up for commercial exploitation. A lot of small countries have 
joined their side now because that's the only way they're ever going 
to be able to take advantage of space since the U.S. of A. and the 
U.S.S.R. are not particularly willing to give up their monopoly. 
Also working in our favor is the increasing cost of space explor- 
ation. It's like military spending--neither the U.S. or the U.S.S.R. 
is going to stop doing it, so someone has to foot the bill. For 
that reason alone commercial development will take place. And the 
price of a space vacation will come down. And then we'll have a 

big Berserker at L-5! My’bet is this wi]l all be in effect by 
around 2010-2020. This will make me between 50-60 years old, the 
same age as many of the current shuttle passengers. See you there! 


Andy~-Congratulations on the skiing award! As usual, it's too bad 
you're stuck at home so much...you make me tired just thinking 
about it. I think I'm pretty busy when I have to work at U.B. and 
Radio Shack and mow Kuipers' lawn all in one day. Whew! 


Rod--I envy you, only four hours away from a convention. The U.P. 
has never had a science fiction convention. The closest one is 
Minicon, in Minneapolis--350 miles away. This translates to seven 
hours or so-on questionable Wisconsin roads. (Wisconsin has the 
worst roads I've ever been on. I think Proxmire thinks the roads 
budget is superfluous, and since the Beer Capital of the World 
refused to raise the drinking age, the situation can only get worse.) 
After 24 years of gafiation, I'm finally starting to get lonely.// 
I liked Heechee Rendezvous, although the Heechee seemed entirely 
too human for my taste. And it seems that with that kind of memory 
storage, actual living beings ought to start to take a back seat 

to the older ones, like the Old Ones in- Stranger in a Strange Land 
completely dominated the living. And I resented Robin Broadhead's 
fate--he was too much of an insecure louse to deserve that.// 


Rolf--I thought I was the only genealogy addict in GT; welcome to 
the club. My major problem is that I'm always trying to find out 
how I "relate" to people I already know through normal, rather than 
genealogical, channels. Plus I continually try to push my ancestry 
farther and farther back. The combination has resulted in one 
confirmed relative among my fannish friends--Kris Kuipers is my 12th 
cousin three times removed. Our common ancestor is Richard Warren, 
a passenger on the Mayflower. We'll have to get together and trade 
stories sometime.//Congratulations on the new house! I want a 

house so bad I can taste it, They have some wonderful ones around 
here for next to nothing, and it's really hard to go on paying rent 
knowing that for the same amount in mortgage payment we could have 
ten times the room, Ah, well, maybe next year.//I hope "Thanksgiving 
was successful and lots of fun. 


” 


Hugh--If you think NYC is fun for a month, try it for a year. I 
ave a T-shirt (gift from Phil) which says ep ale My sentiments 
exactly. The 8 million lunatics who live the can keep’ it. 
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Oops, I only prewrote three pages worth and now I have a whole page 
to fill up. Well, here goes. 


I went to see"Return to Oz" last week. I had heard terrible things 
about it, but went anyway to check out the special effects and 

see just how bad it really was. I wound up loving it. It cer- 
tainly isn't in the same "classic" league that "The Wizard of Oz" 
was, but it is very much true to the books, much more so than "The 
Wizard of Oz" was. I think the reviewers were expecting something 
to be to 1985 what "The Wizard of Oz" was to 1939, or another "Star 
Wars" type quantum leap in film-making; either that, or Judy Garland 
re-incarnated to sing her way through fairy land. As I explained 
to some of the kids who went with me, Oz really isn't a very nice 
place, and probably the main theme of the books is that because 
something glitters and looks wonderful doesn't make it so. Pretty 
places and people can be horrible on the inside. All in all, I 
think "Return to Oz" is the best movie I've seen this year. 


I have read several books this year, too, I most enjoyed Spider 
Robinson's Mindkiller, It had some very new ideas and concepts, 

not to mention mind-boggling plot twist, which are my major criteria 
for enjoying literature. My favorite series of books is Gregory. 
Mcdonald's "Fletch" series. (I have been afraid to go see the movie 
because I just can't imagine Chevy Chase in the title role, In the 
course of six books, Fletch wears a tie only once. The POSTER for 
the movie shows him wearing a tie. I'm offended, There are probably 
other discrepancies of a major nature also.) I reread it just for 
fun. ¢ 


"Goonies" was another fun movie. It was a little slow for a Hopper/ 
Spielberg movie, but that still makes the action three times as fast 
and exciting as anyone else's. 


I want to see the other SF films of the summer, too, especially 
"Cocoon." Ron Howard is really becoming a great director. "Back to 
the Future" should be fun (I hope) and one other whose name I can't 
remember, but.was directed by Tobe Hooper from a script by Dan (Dark 
Star) O'Bannon is a must. 


I guess it's obvious that there isn't much to do in Houghton in the 
summer except read and go to movies, Oh, well. Actually, next week 
they're haying FinnFest '85 here at Suomi, so I'm getting out of 

town to avoid the crowds, There are an inordinate number of successful 
persons of Finnish heritage in the world, and they're all coming 

here, because an inordinate number of Finns in the area, (Persons 

of Finnish descent who you might recognize are Dick Enberg, sports 
announcer; Chris Economaki, sports announcer; Jari Kuuri, hockey star; 
Keke Rosberg, race car driver.) (For some reason all Finns are sports 
crazy.) (Probably the long winters.) So anyway, I'm getting out of 
here, because if there's one thing I'm not, it's of Finnish heritage. 


There, the page is full and I can stop now with a clear conscience. 
Until issue #38, so long. 
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WE'RE ABOUT TO BECOME PARENTS 
(TO A BOUNCING 19 YEAR OLD BOY) 


A zine for Apa-Tech # 37, written by Donna Proni, at 530 W. Walnut, 
Kalamzoo, MI, 49007. (616) 342-4967 


HREKAEH ERE EE HHKEH EHR HHER HEHE HERKEN LEER 


Yes, it's true. Tullio an I are going to be a host family for an 
exchange student from Italy. We saw an ad (in, of all places, Amazing 
magazine) for where to write for information on hosting an exchange 
student. One of us made a comment that if we could get an Italian 
student, Tullio would have someone to talk with who could help him 
improve his Italian, and the student would be getting someone who 
could talk with him in both his native language and English. Well, at 
the time it was just a passing thought, but eventually we decided to 
look into it a little more closely. So I wrote to get the government 
booklet, and then wrote to the seperate organizations listed which had 
Italy as one of their contact contries. Our plan was just to get 
information from all the different sources, and then to decide if we 
were really interested. Most sent us some information, and also had a 
representitive call and talk to me. One representitive actually lives 
in Kalamazoo, so she came over and talked with us for a few hours. 
Then I got a call from ICYE (International Christian Youth Exchange) 
saying that they had just received several new applications from Italy 
of students who'd be coming here in another couple of weeks, and were 
we still interested in hosting? I explained that we were really just 
interested in getting information at the moment, but that we'd think 
about it. They sent us a list with a short profile of the students 
available, and Tullio and I decided that if we really wanted an 
Italian, this might be our best shot. So we decided to try it. The 
students were from 16 to 21 years old, but we decided that we didn't 
want to have a student who'd have to go to high school. The 16 to 18 
year olds would go to school, the older students would do volunteer 
work. With the cons that we go to, if we had a high school student, 
we'd either have to leave him alone for the weekend, or let him miss 
school on Friday to take him with us, and also I had some doubts about 
how a 16 year old would feel about a 21 year old "mom" giving him 
disipline. That left two choices, a 19 or 21 year old, and we decided 
on the 19 year old. When we hadn't heard from the main office for 
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awhile, we thought that maybe they had found another family. So we 
thought we'd leave it up to fate - we wouldn't call them, but if they 
called us, we'd be ready to accept a student. Well, we got a call 
from our regional coordinators asking if we could come to an 
orientation meeting. So in one week, on August 1st, we'll be meeting 
Massimo Pronio at the bus station, and he'll be living with us for the 
next year. We'll probably be bringing him with us to conventions, and 
if he really isn't interested in the con, he can go out and see 
whatever city we're in. I hope he'll realize that we aren't exactly a 
typical family, especially when Ishercon rolls around. Of course what 
I'm really worried about is that now I'll have a critic of my Italian 
cooking. 


HHEGHHRE KEES HHERRAR EEE HHMHKH HEH HEHEHE REESE 


And now it's time for mailing comments ~ 


Cover - everyone did finally see "Apa-Tech" in the flow of the river 
right? 


Teching - Tullio - according to your definition the ideal techie would 
be a converted "heathen" - that way he wouldn't have the failings of 
the born techie. He would already know which fork to use, and how to 
be tactful and polite before becoming a techie, and would therefore 
avoid the failings.//I always knew I wasn't really a techie - by your 
definition or anyone else's. 


Transient - Andy - should I be sending this thing to your Los Alamos 
address or your Chicago one?//Are you always such a "gungho idiot"? 
At least your not likely to get bored (you won't live long enough). 


Transporter - Rod - is your cat really a cat - or a kitten? Maybe you 
have a choice of a smart aloof cat, or a dumb friendly one. 


View - Rolf - re. animation - we just saw a trailer for The Black 
Cauldron, and the animation looks really nice - can't wait to see the 
whole thing. 


Text - Hugh - do your trials and tribulations follow the same pattern 
as the apa's? 


_Donna_ ests _Parents_ 


Sheemish - Dean - welcome to our crazy world.//As the editor I will 
give your suggestion as much consideration as anyone's, and I will use 
your formula if that's what people want. As a contributor, I don't 
much like it. It seems needlessly complicated for one thing, but more 
importantly, we have a few members who contribute very large zines 
when they contribute, and I don't think it's fair to those who write 
only one page - but do it every issue. As I read it, your formula 
would not give those people a copy. I could be reading it wrong, 
which goes back to my first statement - it's kind of complicated for 
something that's just supposed to be done for fun.//I'd never heard of 
South of the Moon before the current issues of both this apa and 
Pyrotechnics came out. 


HHRRKEE HERE RHEE EH HHH HHH HH 


Well, I'll keep this short since I expect to be writing at least 
a page every issue now. If nothing else, I need to help the page 
count as much as I can, I hope we'll see you all soon - maybe at 
Babelcon, or at Austin. Take care. 


enna. 


